
The Diamond Planet 

› The Who / What / Why of CAASTRO 
 
» ARC Centre of Excellence for All-sky Astrophysics (2011-2018) 
 
» 79 members at six Australian nodes 
 
» 17 national & international partners 
 
» high-profile Chief Investigators 

(galaxy formation; led by Prof Stuart Wyithe) 

(unknown matter & forces; led by Prof Brian Schmidt) 

(transient sources; led by Prof Matthew Bailes) 

UK 

Germany India 

US 

Canada 

France 

» interlinked research themes:  
 

The Evolving Universe 
 

The Dark Universe 
 

The Dynamic Universe 



› “Astronomy is physics on steroids” ( hands-on outreach) 
 
» public awareness & school engagement activities at node locations 
 
» making scientists approachable & creating positive role models 

Source: digitalglitter.net 

twitter.com/caastro_arc 
facebook.com/caastro.arc 
youtube.com/astrocentre  
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› “Getting science where it’s needed” ( hands-off outreach) 
 
» leveraging via Social Media  
 
» reaching out to the (yet) ‘uninitiated’ 
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› Video Influx 
 
» profile interviews with Director, Research Themes Leaders, Partners 
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Profs Stuart Wyithe, Brian Schmidt, Bryan Gaensler 
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“CAASTRO in the Classroom” Oktokopter & Radio Astronomy 



› Video Influx 
 
» profile interviews with Director, Research Themes Leaders, Partners 
 
» recordings of seminar & public lectures 

» facilities, simulations, fieldwork etc. 
 
» video press releases 

26 August 2011: 
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“Transformation of a Star 
into a Planet in a 
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› A Planet made of Diamond 
 
» coordinated joint press release & ‘local’ versions of 9 research institutes 
 
» media summary report 26-31 August 2011:  
 

12x Australian Print, 8x International Print 
 

22x Australian Broadcast, 1x International Broadcast 
 

113x Australian Online, 221x International Online 

» frequent alternative headlines:  
 

The Big Bling Theory 
 

Planet is a Girl’s best Friend  
 

Pulsar in the Sky, with Diamonds 
 

It’s a Bird! It’s a Planet! It’s a gigantic Diamond! 



› “With great power comes great responsibility” 
 
» penetration of public space 
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› “With great power comes great responsibility” 
 
» penetration of public space 
 
» risk of diluting the scientific message 
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› Significance of the Discovery 
 
» for science: “fills a gap in the binary pulsar family” [Prof Matthew Bailes] 

» for the public: “Now we just have to figure out how to get a team over 
there and collect some diamond.” [www.geekosystem.com] 

So… quality, beauty & honesty? 

crystalline carbon = diamond 
[Goddard Space Flight Center] 

enhanced visual appeal & 
discoverability of science trivia 



Watch this Space! 

The Diamond Planet 
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