
CAASTRO Astronomy Outreach & the 
Demographics of Social Media

› The Who / What / Why of CAASTRO

» ARC Centre of Excellence for All-sky Astrophysics (2011-2018)

» 78 members at six Australian nodes

» 17 national and international partners

» interlinked research themes: 

The Evolving Universe

The Dark Universe

The Dynamic Universe

(galaxy formation)

(unknown matter and forces)

(exploding or spinning stars)



› “Astronomy is physics on steroids”

» public awareness and school engagement activities at node locations

» making CAASTRO approachable, creating positive role models
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› “Getting science where it’s needed”

» leveraging via Social Media 

» making CAASTRO discoverable,
reaching out to the (yet) ‘uninitiated’

Source: digitalglitter.net

twitter.com/caastro_arc
facebook.com/caastro.arc
youtube.com/user/AstroCentre
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› “With great power comes great responsibility”

» maintaining language, consistency, responsiveness, frequency etc.

» controlling the scientific message & monitoring the demographics

› User Statistics

» #1 website, 13m unique AUS users

» penetration 50.34%

» gender split ♂ 46% / ♀ 54%

» largest age segment 25-34 (26%)
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Source: Margin Media (January 2012 data)

» ~300 monthly active users

» >170 lifetime ‘Likes’

» gender split ♂ 56.8% / ♀ 38.4%

» largest age segment 25-34 (38%)

internal communication within
the astronomy community
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Source: Alexa Internet, Inc.
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› User Statistics

» #2 website, 11m unique AUS users

» gender split ♂ 49% / ♀ 51%

» largest age segment 18-34 (35%)
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» 38 uploads, >2400 channel views

» gender split ♂ 74.4% / ♀ 25.6%

» largest age segments
♂ 45-54 / ♀ 25-34

Source: Quantcast
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Top 5 non-AUS user countries:
CAASTRO partner locations



› Video influx

» profile interviews with Director, Research Themes Leaders, Partners
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› Video influx

» profile interviews with Director, Research Themes Leaders, Partners

» “CAASTRO in the Classroom” seminars (and others)
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» facilities, simulations, concepts, fieldwork etc.

» video press releases (the “Diamond Planet”)

Bailes et al. 2011 Science
“Transformation of a Star

into a Planet in a
Millisecond Pulsar Binary”
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Watch this Space!


