
CAASTRO in the 
Classroom

Ben McKinley

Australian National University



Being a Scientist...



How Big is the 
Universe?

Ben McKinley



Earth and 
Moon



Solar System



Nearby Stars



Our Galaxy



Lots of Nothing much



The Local Group



Even more Nothing 
much



Distant Galaxies



Galaxy Clusters



The Furthest Objects



So How Big is the 
Universe?

... it’s pretty big



Questions?
....and hopefully Answers

And that’s just the 
observable universe!



Google:

Extreme Cosmos (book)

Cosmic Distance Ladder (wikipedia article)

Want to know more?





Extra slides



The Early Universe



And that’s just the stuff 
we can see!



Solar System
The Sun




