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SUPL	partners

• University	of	Melbourne
• Swinburne	University
• University	of	Adelaide
• ANU
• ANSTO
• Northern	Grampians	Shire	Council



SUPL	Schedule	2017

Dec	2016	AMEC	Foster	Wheeler	design	complete
Jan	2017 Tenders	for	construction	called
March Excavation	at	1	km	level
May-October Construction
November SUPL	opening
December Commissioning	begins









Project



Current	issues

• Current	users:	SABRE	&	ANSTO
• Future	experiments	?
• Stawell	Gold	Mine	transition
• “Care	and	maintenance”
• Letter	of	support



Letter	of	support
Dear	Mr	Manivasagasivam
Our	colleagues	at	the	universities	 signing	below	wish	to	express	our	ongoing	strong	support	 for	the	establishment	of	the	

Stawell	Underground	Physics	 Laboratory	(SUPL),	 as	flagged	in	Australia's	Draft	2016	National	Research	Infrastructure	
Roadmap.	We	note	the	central	role	that	you	and	the	North	Grampians	Shire	Council	 are	playing	in	overseeing	the	
construction	 of	this	important	new	component	 of	Australia's	national	research	infrastructure.

Being	the	only	 deep	underground	facility	of	this	type	in	the	Southern	Hemisphere,	 SUPL	will	play	a	fundamental	and	unique	
role	in	the	major	international	scientific	effort	to	understand	the	nature	of	the	elusive	Dark	Matter.	In	addition	to	this,	
many	new	areas	of	pure	and	applied	research	requiring	such	an	underground	facility	can	be	pursued	in	the	physical,	
astronomical,	material,	and	life	sciences.

As	with	all	major	scientific	 facilities	worldwide,	 there	would	substantial	spin-offs	 for	local	industry	 in	the	provision	of	
supporting	 infrastructure,	and	the	local	community	 in	the	form	of	jobs	 and	international	publicity.

In	summary,	 SUPL	represents	an	outstanding	opportunity	 for	Australia	to	become	a	major	international	player	in	the	search	
for	dark	matter	and	in	other	areas	of	science	and	technology	that	require	a	state	of	the	art	underground	 facility.	We	
give	SUPL	our	strong	support	 and	look	 forward	to	fruitful	collaborations	with	our	Australian	colleagues.

Yours	sincerely	Neil	Spooner	 Sheffield Chung	Lin	Shan	XInjiang	Astr	Observatory
Paschal	Elahi	UWA Steen	Hansen	Copenhagen	University
Yasuhiro	Kishimoto	 U	Tokyo James	Diacomis	UNSW
Tom	Thorpe	U	Hawaii Masashi	Tanaka	Waseda
Kentaro	Miucho	U	Kobe H	Schmitz	UQ


